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Florikan wins unprecedented second EPA Gulf Guardian Award

SARASOTA, Fla. (Aug. 20, 2008) – Florikan E.S.A. (Environmentally Sustainable Agriculture) has won an unprecedented environmental protection second Gulf Guardian Award through a program administered by the Environmental Protection Agency Gulf of Mexico Program Partnership.


The Sarasota-based company, which develops and sells environmentally sustainable and responsible horticultural products, previously won the award in 2005.


“This award is as good as it gets,” says Ed Rosenthal, Florikan president and CEO. “The first award recognized Florikan for our technology. This year’s award recognizes our company for doing the right thing. It’s the EPA’s way of telling us to keep up the good work.”


The award will be presented to Florikan by the EPA Gulf of Mexico Program Partnership in New Orleans on Oct. 29.


This year, the company won the top award for businesses for its sustainable landscaping practices that reduce the amount of nutrients that may wash off of lawns and into area waterways, reducing the potential of these nutrients that runoff in area waterways.

Florikan sets ethical, environmental bars high in the fertilizer industry.  In addition to the Gulf Guardian awards, Florikan has received numerous national, regional and local awards of achievement through the years, including National Society of Professional Engineers Most Innovative New Product Award for the United States (small business category), the Environmental Awareness Award from the Florida Nurserymen and Growers Association, and the Positive Change Award from the Sarasota Wellness Community.

The company has been a leader in urging Florida community leaders to educate consumers concerning the more responsible practices and use of fertilizers containing nitrogen and phosphorus.

Florikan is also one of the founding members of the Sustainable Landscape Council, a non profit organization dedicated to spreading awareness of best management practices and products which can lead to lush landscapes while conserving water consumption and preserving water quality. 


The 20-year-old Gulf of Mexico Program Partnership developed the Gulf Guardian awards to recognize and honor businesses, community groups, individuals and agencies that take positive steps to keep the Gulf healthy, beautiful and productive. The award exemplifies the program’s mission to creative innovative methods to tackle the region’s complex coastal environmental challenges in ways that positively impact quality of life and economic well being.


Those are the principles by which Florikan operates as well.


“We pride ourselves as pioneers of sustainable fertilization practices and work every day to lessen the impact fertilizers may have upon the environment, as a result of inappropriate practices by the growers, landscapers, or consumers” Rosenthal says. “We are dedicated to continuing to develop cutting-edge fertilizer products and to promoting best management practices to make a difference for Florida’s future.” 

The Rosenthals were trailblazers in the advancement of premium, eco-friendly horticultural products long before organic and earth-friendly merchandise became household words. The company has consistently dedicated itself to creating new products and supporting practices that further reduce impact on the environment.

The company was the first to import live predatory insects for release in nurseries and greenhouses in the early 1980s, recognizing early the benefits of integrated pest management principles.

(more)
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Florikan offers a cutting-edge line of trade and consumer garden products featuring a patented controlled-release fertilizer formula that provides consistent nutrition to plants and turf, requiring only one or two applications a year to maintain optimal landscape conditions. Fewer applications mean fewer nutrients – specifically nitrogen and phosphorus which have the potential to leach into waterways after heavy rainfall or irrigation. Excess amounts of these nutrients can be a contributing factor to harmful algal blooms, such as red tide, that may harm marine plants and animals as well as remove dissolved oxygen from waters, which can trigger fish kills.

Company officials gave their full support to Sarasota County as it developed its fertilizer ordinance in 2007. That ordinance, like those enacted in other communities such as Lee County, Naples and Sanibel Island, limits the amount of, and frequency with which, fertilizers containing nitrogen and phosphorus can be applied. It also restricts the use of products containing either nutrient from June 1 through Sept. 30, Florida’s traditional rainy season, to further reduce the amount that may wind up in waterways.

“Ed Rosenthal was very instrumental in the campaign to get a strong fertilizer ordinance in Sarasota County,” says Cris Costello, Southeast regional representative for the Sierra Club and coordinator of its red tide campaign. “He’s shown that the fertilizer industry does not have to be the enemy of water quality advocates but, in fact, can be a hero, can be a leader.”

The company’s headquarters and main distribution center are in Sarasota, Fla. For more information, visit www.florikan.com.
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